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Town Hall Renovation
to Begin!

BY STEVE REID

he Building Renovation Committee is,

for the time being anyway, in a holding
pattern awaiting the finalization of
Brookfield Community Partnership’s
501.C.3, non-profit status, which will pave
the way to purchase of the Town Hall, and
spring, which will signal the start of work
on the Town Hall's foundations and siruc-
tural under-pinnings.

Anticipating the arrival of spring, we have
had several meetings with Rogers Brothers
Construction of Plainfield; who are spe-
cialists in the art of jacking and straight-
ening large, older buildings like the Town
Hall, and pouring/laying new concrete and
stone foundations beneath them. Black
River Design, our architects, and Harry
Wirtz, our structural engineer, have been
working with us and with John Rogers to
identify foundation and vault designs that
are boih structurally and archivally appro-
priate for the Town Hall renovation.
Thanks to the Freeman Foundation and
The Preservation Trust of Vermont, we have
the lion’s share of the dollars we need to
complete this first phase of the renovation,
s0 be prepared for lots of construction
activity in Pond Village early in the spring.

In the meantime, Jake Stewart, our civil
site engineer, is working on plans to add
the Town Hall to the community septic
system that at one time served the Fork
Shop, Green Trails Inn and the Pond

Drawings by Black River Architects showing
proposed designs for the lower level of the
Qld Town Hall.

Village Store. Thanks to the Fown Hall
enthusiasm of Fork Shop owrniers, Mark and
Carol Liasson, and Green Trails Inn own-
ers, Nina Gaby and Craig Smith, it appears
that we will be able to add the Town Hall to
the system, since the Fork Shop is no
longer a restaurant and, sadly, the Pond
Village Store is no more.

A proposed floor plan drawn up by Black
River Design for the lower level of the Town
Hallis reproduced' here, as is a drawing of
what a Town office in the lower level of the
Town Hall might look like. Not seen in the
drawing are the vault and research areas,
and a kitchenette, which would be where
the old kitchen used to be.




Gala Concert Benelfits

Brookfield Town Hall

Brookfield's own Bobby Gosh, a nationally
renowned songwriter and music producer,
organized a spectacular concert to benefit the
Town Hall last September 27. He performed with
Carol Hall of New York and Harold Luce, the vet-
eran fiddle player of many a Saturday night
dance in Brookfield's Town Hall, at Chandler
Music Hallin Randolph. Several area “angel”
businesses sponsored the concert, and many,
many volunteers worked hard to produce a very
special evening that raised about $5,000 for
Town Hall renovations! Some of that maney will
go towards renovating the two hand-painted cur-
tains from the Old Town Hall (see p. 3), which
were on display at Chandler during our concert.

Many thanks to all for amemorable eveningt

Thanks to Brooklield benefit concert
sponsorsl

Great thanks to Chandler Center for the Arts for
the use of the Hall on September 27, and to
Becky McMeekin for her kind cooperation. We
also gratefully acknowledge our sponsors who
helped make this concert happen:
Anichini

Ariel's Restaurant and Pond Village Pub
Bethel Mills and Central Supplies
Boardway and Cilley Funeral Home
Central Vermont Public Service
Century 21 - The Mill Stone Agency
Green Trains Inn

LW. Greenwood and Sons

Northfield Savings Bank

Randolph Savings Bank

Vermont Butter and Cheese Company

photos by Robert Eddy

Fundraising Corner
8Y JOHN ROE

he Fundraising Committee continues
T the capital campaign, quietly working
to raise the money needed to convert the
0ld Towa Hall into a community center,
Our latest gift was a generous donation of
$10,000 by the Northfield Savings Bank
Foundation toward building acquisition,
The September concert by Bobby Gosh,
Carel Hall, and Harold Luce raised approx-
imately $5,000. We are now within about
$10,000 of owning the building outright!
Maybe the most amazing statistic is that
we've raised almost 20% of the estimated
project costs in just over a year.

Arequest for ayear-end operations gift to
the Broakfield Community Partnership
{BCP) was sent out in December. While our
major focus is on the restoration of the
building, BCP is also a nonprofit that aims
to build community cohesiveness through a
variety of community activities {remember
the skating party and Summer Festival?).
The year-end appeal, which will help with
the costs of those activities, and with the
expenses (like insurance) of running a
non-profit, had brought in about $3, 500 as
of the beginning of February this yearl

It has been an amazing year of support
from the Brookfield community —lots of
volunteers as well as donations! Thanks to
youall. '

Black Town Hall tee shirts with an elegant blue

logo make great gifts! They are available for $10
eachinsizes 5,M. Land XL. Call Curtis Koren
at276-3103
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Painted Theater Curtains
from the Town Hall to be

Conserved

hen volunteers cleared out the Town
- Hall, one of the prizes found-were
two hand-painted theater curtains ir_ﬁhé .
stage area. Now these treasures will be
conserved as part of the Painted Theater
Curtain Project. One of the curtains found
in Brookfield's Town Hall is an ethereal
view of the floating bridge: the other is an
advertising curtain documenting the
emerging relationship between local busi-
ness sponsors and the arts by the turn of
last century. Both of Brookfield’s curtains
were painted by Robert Naves, a profes-
sional artist and salesman who painted
many curtains. Inthe early 1940’s Naves
joined the Fiying Tigers (and designed
their logo) and went to China, where he
died in 1944.
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Each Town Hall curtain will cost approxi-
mately $3.000 to conserve, and the BCP
will use funds raised by the benefit concert
last September to contribute $5c0 per cur-
tain for that effort. The rest of the funding
has been raised by the Painted Theater
Curtain Project, which is part of the
Vermont Museum & Gallery Alliance, and
has received $150,000 from the "Save
America’s Treasures” grant program
towards the cost of preserving Vermont's
120 curtains. The curtains, found in town
halls, grange halls, theaters and pera
houses, were painted between 1880 and
1g30. Their romantie, historical or docu-
meuntary nature reflects a time when people
in even the most rural towns endorsed the
concept that entertainment should not
only delight but also instruct. Other spon-
sors of the Painted Theater Curtain Project
include the National Endowment for the
Arts, the Windham Foundation, the
Vermont Community Foundation and the
Walter Cerf Fund.

Deatils of the advertising curtain (left & top)
and the floating bridge curtain (above)
painted by Robert Naves.
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The Year Begins with a BCP
Tradition

BY MAIA BINHAMMER,
12, OF BROOKFIELD

ats holding snow gear, skatés and -

hockey sticks lined the Toad in,i‘ )
Brookfield’s Pond Village on New Year's
Day. The cars held no people, but a large
group of skaters could be found on Sunset
Lake enjoying the wintry weather and ter-
rific ice. More than 6o Brookfield resi-
dents showed up for the anmual New Year's
Day skating party, organized by the
Brookfield Community Partnership.

Skaters of all ages gathered to celebrate the
New Year, figure skate, join in a hockey
game and enjoy hot cocoa and home-
baked sweets. There were dedicated
skaters, as well as some heginners and
adventurous first timers. A few people
came not only to skate, but algo to snow-
shoe or ski on the southern end of the
pond.

This year's skating party was the fourth
annual celebration. Upon taking off his
skates, one skater could be heard saying,
“This is a great annual tradition. See you
next year!”

The party officially ended at 5 p.m., but a
small group of skaters kept going until
there wasn't any light left to play by.

By around 6 p.m., everyone had left, and
the lake was bare and lonely. The scratch
marks in the ice were the only telltale signs

of the afternoon’s goings on.
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Brookfield Community Partnership
P.O. Box 452

Brookfield, VT
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